May 14, 2018
SENT VIA EMAIL AND CERTIFIED MAIL
Chief Kim Vickers, Executive Director
Texas Commission on Law Enforcement
6330 East Highway 290, STE 200
Austin, TX 78723
kim.vickers@tcole.texas.gov
Re:

Accreditation of John Guandolo’s “Understanding the Jihadi Threat to
America” training

To Whom It May Concern:
Muslim Advocates is a civil rights organization dedicated to protecting the rights of
all Americans to live and worship free from discrimination. We, along with the Shoulder to
Shoulder Campaign, Southern Poverty Law Center, and Western States Center, write to
urge the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (“TCOLE”) to rescind any accreditation it
provided for a training held by John Guandolo on May 4, 2018 in San Angelo, Texas. The
training, entitled “Understanding the Jihadi Threat in America,” was advertised as open to
law enforcement, citizens, and clergy.1
As detailed below, Mr. Guandolo’s long and well-documented history of spreading
anti-Muslim sentiment make him woefully unsuited to conduct any training that satisfies
TCOLE’s accreditation standards.
Numerous law enforcement organizations and
community leaders have discredited and repudiated Mr. Guandolo’s trainings after learning
more about the gross inaccuracies and biases driving his work, and we urge TCOLE to do
the same.
Background
According to reports, Christian Reporter News (“CRN”) and the Concho Valley
Council of Governments (“CVCOG”) co-organized a training led by Mr. Guandolo and his
consulting group, “Understanding the Threat” (“UTT”), on May 4 in San Angelo, Texas.2
TCOLE provided accreditation that allowed law enforcement officials who attended to
receive TCOLE credit hours.3
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Yet this “training” was no typical event, because Mr. Guandolo is no ordinary
“trainer.” He and his associates at UTT are best known for spreading anti-Muslim
sentiment through public comments and private law enforcement trainings across the United
States. For close to a decade, Mr. Guandolo has repeated his baseless claim that a vast
conspiracy exists among Muslim groups to “overthrow America and establish Islamic
law.”4 Through such inflammatory rhetoric, Mr. Guandolo has sought to inculcate antiMuslim prejudice among local law enforcement authorities and communities at large. To
provide just a few examples, Mr. Guandolo has declared that:
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•

All U.S.-based Muslim organizations “share the same ideology as ISIS;”5

•

That “Islam is a barbaric and evil system,”6 and that “the civilized world
knows Islam is the problem;”7

•

That there is no such thing as a peaceful “version” of Islam, and that those
who believe Islam is a religion of peace are “psychotically disconnected
from reality;”8

•

That Muslim Student Associations at colleges and universities around the
country are “points of recruitment in America for the Muslim Brotherhood
and jihad;”9

•

That Muslims “do not have a First Amendment right to do anything,”10 and
that mosques should “not [be] afforded the same legal rights” as churches;11

•

That mosques in the U.S. are akin to foreign military bases on American
soil,12 and that the vast majority of mosques in the country should be shut
down and their leaders arrested;13
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•

And in recent months, Mr. Guandolo has repeatedly claimed—despite the
FBI’s conclusion to the contrary14—that the October 2017 Las Vegas
massacre that killed nearly 60 people and injured hundreds more was “a
jihadi operation.”15

Contrary to his assertions, Mr. Guandolo is not an expert on counterterrorism.
Rather, he has repeatedly made clear that his professional opinions are formed not by expert
analysis but by his unrelenting anti-Muslim bias. For example:
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•

In June 2017, while discussing an automobile attack on a London mosque
that killed and injured several worshippers, Mr. Guandolo stated that his
“first professional response to this event is not to believe at face value
anything that the Muslims at the scene are reporting;”16

•

On September 15, 2017, Mr. Guandolo photographed two bearded
Transportation Security Administration officials and posted the images on
Twitter with the captions: “Nothing like traveling thru LaGuardia Airport w/
sharia adherent muslims (aka Jihadis aka Terrorists) wearing TSA uniforms.
@jeffsessions,”17 and “Am I the only 1 who sees a problem w/ Terrorists
(jihadis/sharia adherent muslims) ‘protecting’ us?;”18

•

On November 3, 2017, Mr. Guandolo photographed a bearded
Transportation Security Administration official and posted the image on
Twitter, along with the caption, “See something, Say something. This
JIHADI (sharia adherent muslim) is a TSA supervisor at DFW airport.
@DHSgov @jeffsessions @potus;”19

•

On February 14, 2018, the date of the tragic school shooting in Parkland,
Florida, Mr. Guandolo stated on Twitter that the FBI’s announcement that
the shooting had “nothing to do with terrorism” should be taken as a sign
that “its [sic] likely a jihadi;”20

•

On March 22, 2018, Mr. Guandolo photographed a bearded Southwest
Airlines employee and posted the image on Twitter, along with the caption,
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“I wish this were shocking…a sharia adherent muslim (aka jihadi) at my
plane as I head to AZ to speak at the Western Conservative Conference.”21
TCOLE’s accreditation of Mr. Guandolo’s May 4, 2018 training
Despite Mr. Guandolo’s voluminous record of anti-Muslim bias, reports indicate
that TCOLE provided accreditation to law enforcement attendees of his May 4, 2018
training. Such accreditation is deeply problematic. Mr. Guandolo’s anti-Muslim rhetoric
and “teachings” disparage the faith of millions of Americans and promote biased policing
that discriminatorily targets individuals and communities based on religion and ethnicity—
not on evidence of actual wrongdoing. This discriminatory lens can foster fear and
suspicion of American Muslims amongst law enforcement and the general public.22 These
teachings are particularly problematic during a time of dramatic increase in religious-based
hate crimes across the country.
After learning more about Mr. Guandolo’s inflammatory teachings, law
enforcement agencies in Kansas23 and Virginia24 canceled or declined to sponsor his
training sessions; before that, the Deputy Police Chief in Columbus, Ohio found Mr.
Guandolo’s training to be so offensive that he suspended it after the first day.25 We urge
TCOLE to take similarly strong action here by rescinding any accreditation it provided for
Mr. Guandolo’s presentation and discontinuing any further partnership with him or UTT.
To better understand the relationship between TCOLE and Mr. Guandolo—including
whether his “training” satisfies TCOLE’s internal requirements for accreditation—we also
submit the attached records request.
By copy of this letter, we share our concerns with CRN and CVCOG, so that they
may inform their staff about the gross inaccuracies in Mr. Guandolo’s trainings and ensure
they do not sponsor or endorse his future events.
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Thank you for your time in addressing this important issue. If we can provide any
further information regarding our concerns, please contact Juvaria Khan (Muslim
Advocates) at (202) 897-1896 or juvaria@muslimadvocates.org.
Sincerely,
Muslim Advocates
Shoulder to Shoulder Campaign
Southern Poverty Law Center
Western States Center
cc:

Kat Rowoldt, Christian Reporter News
John Austin Stokes, Concho Valley Council of Governments

